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Old Mission Catholic School Weekly Newsletter 

Dates to Remember  
 
Monday, October 15  
OMS Pizza 
 
 
Wednesday, October 17  
8 Mass 
 
 
Thursday, October 18  
Friday envelopes going out 
 
 
Friday, October 19  
OMS Walk-A-Thon, 8:15 AM 
- 12:30 PM 
12:30 PM Dismissal for all 
OMS students 
 
Nativity Walk-A-Thon 
9:00 - 10:30 AM 
 
 
 
 
 
Hot Lunch Checks  
 
All hot lunch checks  
must be made out to 
CAROL IAQUINTA…  
with "OMS Hot Lunch" 
on your memo 
line.  Carol Iaquinta is 
our lunch vendor.  We 
will need to return all 
checks made out to 
“OMS” and ask that a 
new check be written 
to “Carol Iaquinta.” 
Thank you so much.  
   
 

OMS website: www.omsslo.com                              October 12, 2007 
 

News and Notes  
 

REPORTING PARENT SERVICE HOURS  
Families are already busy helping with many activities for our school at 
both campuses.  Each year there seems to be a little confusion on  
reporting your service hours to the school office.  Whenever you are a 
part of a committee or large group project, it is not the chairperson that  
reports your service hours.   Please remember when you complete a 
school project, a Parent Service Hours form needs to be filled out and 
signed by someone in charge of the event.  This form is then turned 
into the school office.  From this form the hours are logged into a 
binder to track family service hours.  These forms are available in the 
school office and at the Nativity Campus.  For clarification on Parent 
Service hours, please refer to your Family Handbook pages 50 
through 52. Thank you for all of your good and gracious volunteer 
work! 

Walkathon 
Friday, October 19, 2007 

 
12:30 PM Dismissal for all OMS students 

Introducing Our Seventh Grade Volleyball Coach! 
  
Because of a college class conflict, Molly Stites was unable to continue 
as our seventh grade volleyball coach.  Stepping up to the net is a Cal 
Poly business major, JR Schnackenberg.  JR has been a volleyball 
player since seventh grade in Chicago, the city in which he was born 
and raised.  His family moved to San Luis Obispo, and JR attended high 
school at San Luis High.  He has played varsity volleyball for three 
years.  In 2006, JR was named to Second Team All-League, in 2007 he 
was named to First Team All-League.  His teams have netted three 
league championships, and JR has played with a club team in Santa 
Barbara.  Welcome, JR! 



 

If We Do Not Dare to Try... 
  
During the summer, I was reminded of a story Archbishop Tutu of South Africa told about a 
farmer who raised chickens in his backyard.  "Amongst this farmer's chickens, there was one 
that looked a little odd although it behaved like a chicken.  It waddled like a chicken.  It pecked 
away like a chicken.  One day a wise woman came along and said to the farmer, "You know 
that isn't a chicken.  It is an eagle."  The farmer said, "No way.  That is a chicken." And he 
looked at the odd bird and said, "Don't get any fancy ideas.  You are a chicken." 
  
"I don't think so," said the wise woman.  She picked up the strange looking chicken, climbed 
up the nearest mountain, stood at the edge of a precipice, and waited until sunrise.  Then she 
turned the bird toward the sun and said, "You are an eagle.  You can soar.  You can change 
your world.  Go fly." 
  
"The strange looking chicken shook itself and tentatively spread its wings.  It looked up at the 
sky.  It looked down--way down--to the bottom of the precipice.  It took a few steps back in the 
direction of the other chickens, where it had been so comfortable, where it had a daily routine 
and food to eat.  "Sorry," it said to the wise woman, "I don't feel like an eagle.  I feel like a 
chicken.  And I don't think I can fly." 
  
"That's your choice," the wise woman said softly.  "But remember, you are responsible for the 
decisions you make.  If you don't dare to fly, you will never be fully alive.  You will never reach 
the sky.  Even if you feel like a chicken, fly like an eagle." 
  
I believe this story is so appropriate for the start of a school year.  It has many lessons for us 
as teachers, parents, and students.  It is filled with wonderful images.  So much depends upon 
what we believe we can do.  If we do not believe we can fly, we will not be able to.  If we do 
not believe we can solve that math problem or write that term paper, we will not be able to.  If 
we do not believe we can make the team, win the part, sing the song, we will not be able 
to.  And if we do not dare to try, how will we ever know whether we could have flown or not? 
  
God has given each of us many gifts and talents.  They truly are gifts, and, as with genuine 
gifts, they are given freely with no strings attached.  It is our responsibility to use them 
wisely.  As teachers and parents it is also our responsibility to encourage our children to fly, to 
change their world.  It is our responsibility to help them fly like an eagle! 
  
  
 

Due to Walk-A-Thon on Friday, October 19, the Frida y envelopes will 
be going out on Thursday, October 18. 



Falcon Awards  
 

Accepting Others 
 
Ernesto Roide, Summer  

Peterseim, Gaby Morgan, Daniel Svitec, 
Hayley Adler, Stephen Parkinson, Kieren 
Reynolds, Diana Voltero, Nathan Church,  
and Jillian Ronay  

 

Next Scrip Preorder 
 

 Monday, October 22, 2007 
 
 

Scrip is available  Monday through  
Friday  from 9:00 AM-1:00 PM in the 

office. 

Vision Screening is scheduled for  
Tuesday, October 16 at 9:00 AM at the  
Nativity campus. Vision screening on the 
OMS campus is scheduled for Thursday,  
November 1 at 9:00 AM. 

Walk-A-Thon UPDATE 
 
First, thank you to so many of you on both campuses who have been so generous with your 
volunteer time and donations for our Walk-A-Thon, October 19. 
 
Second,  thank you to our team leaders, Karen LaPuma, Megan Mackintosh, Jennifer Souza, 
Annie McKiernan, Ron Mainini, Richie Gill and Sydney Ramos.  These great folks have been 
making calls and getting it all pulled together.  If you haven't heard from them yet,  you still 
may. 
 
Third, thank you to all the local businesses that have stepped up and placed their  
sponsorship ads for our t-shirts.  We are so pleased, but sadly must say that we've reached 
our limit on ads.  We have no more ad space left on the t-shirts. 
 
On the Nativity Campus, plans for the WAT are going well.  Volunteers are still needed and 
we need large boxes for the building of a maze.  Please call Anne Bukachevsky if you can 
help fill either of these needs. 
 
Lastly, thank you for helping your children find their sponsors.  There are still two full weeks 
left to make your visits and calls so that we can reach our fund raising goal this year. Our goal 
is set at $200 per student! 
 
Mary Perry - WAT Chair OMS 710-1726 and Anne Bukachevsky - WAT Chair Nativity   
441-3004. 
 

Prayer Corner 
 

Please pray for Roland  
Maddalena, grandfather 
of Jaclyn, Dylan, Matt, 
and Kate Maddalena  



MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR  
  

UPCOMING PIZZA DAY MONDAYS 
  
  
 

  OCTOBER 15, 22 and 29  
  

NOVEMBER 5, 19 and 26 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR  
 

 UPCOMING JAMBA DAY FRIDAYS 
 
  
 

OCTOBER 26 
 

NOVEMBER 9, 16 AND 30 

Hearing Screening   Nativity campus will have their hearing screening on Wednesday, 
October 24 for the whole school.  Screening will begin at 9:30 AM. 

Christmas Boutique  Preparations are in full swing!  We’re looking for parents who 
want to take home kits to make simple crafts at home for this year’s Christmas Boutique. 
This is an easy way to fulfill those parent hours.  Projects require no special skill or tools 
and can be done as a family. Thanks to those who picked one up last week.  Please  
contact Megan Selby at selbyr@hotmail.com or 547-1766. 

Old Mission Holiday Home Tour  We want everyone to save the date of Sunday, 
November 18 for you to enjoy our Home Tour and Market.  This year we have 4 beautiful 
homes on Buchon Street, Isabella Way,  Fernandez Road, and Mill Street all in San Luis 
Obispo. Each home has a very different architectural style, and they are all spectacular 
homes.  Come join us and take a peek into some of the most beautiful homes in San Luis 
Obispo.  Tickets will be available for sale in the office beginning October 16. 

Halloween Parade  Grades 1-5 have been asked to visit the Manse a little later on 
Halloween. Therefore, students will be leaving the school at about 9:00. Students will have  
approximately 25 minutes of class time prior to leaving, and they will need costumes that 
will be comfortable for sitting and walking. Please take this into consideration when your 
student is choosing a costume.  Parents, please remember that if you have young children 
joining our parade, hold their hands while walking through the Manse; there was a previ-
ous incident (not involving OMS) where a running child was responsible for the fall of a  
resident. 



Youth Cantors at Mission  Parish Wanted! 
Linda Wilson, as a staff member of both Old Mission Church and Old Mission School, is 
pleased to announce that we are looking for youth cantors for 9 AM mass the last two Sun-
days of each month at Old Mission Church.  Children may do this by themselves or choose to 
sing with a friend.  As a cantor, they will lead the music for all singing just as the adult  
cantors.  Linda will be scheduling the last two Sundays of each month.  Masses being  
scheduled for youth cantors will begin November 18 and  November 25, December 16 and 
23.  There will be youth cantor training at Old Mission Church.  If you are interested in  
participating, please call Linda Wilson at 543-1551 for more information.  This is a wonderful 
way to share the gift of song with Old Mission Parish.  Please join us each Sunday to support 
our youth! 

Hot Lunch Checks 
All  hot lunch checks  must be made out to CAROL IAQUINTA ...with "OMS Hot Lunch" on 
your memo line.  Carol Iaquinta is our lunch vendor.  We will need to return all checks made 
out to “OMS” and ask that a new check be written to “Carol Iaquinta.” Thank you so much. 

Red Ribbon Week Activities 
2007 

 
Parents: Here is the dress guide for our Red Ribbon  Week activities.  

 
 
 
Tues. Oct.  23  Wear Red Day – Wear red!  Each school-appropriate item must be   
   predominately red (shirt, pants, shorts, skirt, dress, blouse).      
 
Wed. Oct. 24  Stay in the Game! Be Drug Free! – Students may wear sports 
    attire.  No equipment. 
 
Thurs. Oct. 25  “Lei” Off Drugs - Wear Hawaiian clothing/ board shorts of  
   appropriate length. 
    
 
Fri.  Oct.  26  Drugs Give You the Blues! - Wear blue!  Each school-appropriate   
   item must be predominately blue (shirt, pants, shorts, skirt, dress,   
   blouse).  
  
Mon.   Oct.    29  Slam the Door on Drugs! – Uniforms for grades 1-6 and dress code for  
   grades 7/8. 
 


