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Old Mission Catholic School Weekly Newsletter 

Dates to Remember  
Monday, May 12  
OMS Pizza 
 
Thursday, May 15  
Principal’s Mtg. 
 
 
Friday, May 16  
Jamba Juice 
 
 
Monday, May 19  
OMS Pizza  
 
Wednesday, May 21  
Promotion Practice 
8th grade, 1:30 - 3 PM 
 
 
Thursday, May 22  
Current Events Bowl 
9:15 - 10 AM 
 
Student Council Breakfast 
7:30 AM 
 
Last School Day for 8th 
Grade, Reports Card for 8th 
Grade Distributed 
 
Promotion Practice  
1:30 - 3 PM 
 
 
Friday, May 23  
8th Grade Promotion  
Ceremony/Liturgy, 4 PM 
 
8th Grade Dinner/Dance 
6 - 10 PM, Madonna Inn 
 
7th Grade Invitation to  
Promotion Dance, 7:30 - 10 
PM 
 
7th Grade Only: Dismissal 
12:35 PM 

OMS website: www.omsslo.com                              May 9, 2008 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
Last Friday, May 2, I had the privilege of taking our eighth graders to the County 
Special Olympics at Cuesta College. It is a tradition I started in 1992 and after  
sixteen years, I still find it the most enriching and rewarding experience of my 
teaching year. I come away with a new appreciation for my life and also for my  
students. The day allows me to step out of the classroom and observe a side of the 
students I rarely get to see. As they spend the day giving of themselves to those 
less fortunate, I am encouraged to know that you, dear parents and we teachers, in 
partnership, are raising some stellar human beings. I’d like to share with you a few 
excerpts from their culminating essays: 
 
“The Special Olympics may have been one of the best learning experiences of my 
entire life. ….My athlete gave me the gifts of being thankful and appreciating  
simple pleasures more…” 
 
“ ‘A person’s a person no matter how small’ Theodore Geisel’s Horton informed 
readers of Horton Hears a Who. The awareness of human worth that caused  
Horton to make this declaration came alive in me when I was with my ath-
letes…Determination, and how  it can reward you, was one of the greatest gifts my 
buddies gave me. The great attempts to succeed that my buddies made  
demonstrated to me a determination that I have never seen before.” 
 
“At Special Olympics, my athlete gave me some great gifts. He gave me the gift of 
responsibility. The experience made me feel a little like a grown-up. He made me 
thankful for the great life I have.” 
 
“My athlete tested my patience, and showed me the love and determination that 
people can have for incredible challenges. She gave me the gift of being able to 
reflect on and appreciate my own life.” 
 
This Sunday is Mother’s Day, another day to show appreciation. It seems like a 
good time to stop and reflect on those women who have selected this very tiring 
and challenging role in life. So to all you who have taken on this difficult role of  
raising a child either as a birth mother, adoptive mother, god mother, stepmother, 
foster mother, aunt, older sibling, friend or neighbor – here’s to you. To you, for 
having the courage to begin the journey, and the character, patience, and love to 
see it through to a successful conclusion. Happy Mother’s Day to you all. 
 
With love, 
Tina Ballantyne 



OMS Tea Towels  The darling brown and white tea towels that feature the California Missions 
as drawn by our fourth graders are currently on sale in the school office.  The proceeds directly 
benefit our Old Mission School art program.  The towels are $10.00 each or 3 for $26.00.  Last 
year’s tea towels are still available at $5.00 each.  Thank you! 

OMS Memory Book   If you have not placed your order for a memory book, you still have 
time left to buy one.  Bring in your $35 to the school office today.  

Medications in Office  If your student has medication in the school office, please pick it up 
before Thursday, June 5, 2008. All unclaimed medications will be discarded. Thank you for your 
assistance in this matter. 

Open House Thank You!  A heartfelt thank you to all of the wonderful helpers that made 
the open house/art show a success.  From hanging artwork to putting finishing touches on  
auction items, bringing food, setting and cleaning up, you were all so appreciated.  A very 
special thank you to Janda Boehm, art show coordinator and Annie McKiernan, the hospitality  
coordinator, for a superb display and lovely food and drink.  What a beautiful job!  Thank you, 
thank you, thank you!   
 
Mary Cowitz 

PARENT OBLIGATIONS ARE CLOSING OUT!!   
 Parents, we are closing out the 2007-2008 year.  
 
Parent service hours, thrift store hours, and scrip were to be completed by May 1.  Bills for  
extended care, parent service hours, thrift store hours, and incomplete scrip fees are being 
billed this month. 
 
Extended care bills for the final days of school (all of May and 3 days of June) will be sent out by 
June 10.  We ask that all bills be promptly paid by Wednesday, June 18, so we can close the 
books out for the end of the school year. 
 
Thank you so much for turning your attention to school finances.  We appreciate your positive 
response when we send our notices and bills.     
 
 

IMPORTANT - PARENTS OF 8TH GRADERS – FINAL DAYS 
 
Please help us finalize all of your parent obligations before 8th grade promotion.  By Friday, May 
16, we ask that all remaining fees and tuition are paid in full to ensure your child’s participation 
in the promotion activities.  Thank you! 



Falcon Awards 
 

Shows an Appreciation 
for Reading 

 
Mark Fricks, Elizabeth Najera-
Flores, Thor Ruzius, Breanna 

Donlon, Jenny Morris, Meghan Fox, Isabella 
Stenvall, Katie Done, Flora Arguilla, Sam 
Santos, and Jillian Ronay. 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR  
 

 UPCOMING JAMBA DAY  
FRIDAYS 

 
 

MAY 16, 23, AND 30 
 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR  
  

UPCOMING PIZZA DAY  
MONDAYS 

  
 

MAY 12, AND 19 

Please note the following Scrip preorder dates for the remainder of the 
school year:           
      
                     
  
     
    MONDAY, MAY 19 (For purchases for 08/09) 

 
 

Preorders due by 10:00 AM 
 
 

Families can continue to purchase scrip during the month of June while 
to school office is open.  Summer hours to buy scri p will be from 9 - 3 PM 

every day in the school office.       
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Yearly Parent Input! 
  
Each year, Old Mission School sends out a survey to get ideas and input from the parent 
community.  We included two copies of this survey in your newsletter to give you the  
opportunity to tell us about each of your children's classes this year.  We have more in the 
office if you need them.  Last year, I framed a completely new recess and lunch play  
schedule so that students would be able to use the entire playground along with only one 
other class.  It has worked beautifully, and the idea came as the result of survey input from 
parents. In addition, teachers were acknowledged for some outstanding work you noted. 
  
As an added bonus, the class whose parents return the highest percentage of surveys will 
win a jeans/ice cream day.  To be counted, the surveys must be returned to us by May 
23.  Thank you for taking time to fill out a survey.  Your opinions are important to us. 

Scrip News  Exciting news...Staples will be running a 5% bonus effective Saturday, May 
3 through Friday, May 23.  This means that the $25 and $100 gift cards will be sold at a 
10% benefit instead of the normal 5% benefit during that time only.  Staples offers products 
and services that make it easy for you to protect the environment.  From copy paper to file 
folders, packing peanuts to energy star-rated technology, buying eco-smart products saves 
resources and supports sustainability. You won't notice a difference, but the planet will.   
 
 
Great Lakes Scrip Center and Barnes & Noble are pleased to offer our customers a 1%  
bonus benefit on Barnes & Noble gift cards from Saturday, May 3 until Friday, May 30.  That 
means you can buy the $10, $20 "Teacher Gift", $25, and $100 denominations at a 10% 
benefit instead of the normal 9% benefit for the bonus period only. 
 
Great news...Burger King will be offering a 1% bonus benefit effective Saturday, May 10  
until Friday, May 30th.  When you purchase the popular $10 denomination during this  
special offer you will receive a 5% contribution instead of the normal 4%. 

LAST REMINDER - GET ON THE BUS!  Old Mission School is 
working as part of an interfaith community as one of the sponsors of 
the Get On The Bus program; this program unites children with their 
mothers and fathers in prison. Our Nativity campus is collecting teddy 
bears; these will be given to the children as they return from their visits 
with their fathers. Our OMS campus is sponsoring the correspondence 
gift bags that will help each child stay in touch with his/her father after 

the visit. Please ask your child what items his/her class is responsible for and be sure to  
include your child when purchasing the items. The last day to send in donations is  
WEDNESDAY, May 14. 



A Program To Be Proud Of! 
  
One of our teachers, Margaret Arroyo, has inspired our 6th, 7th, and 8th graders to be  
involved in a program to end world hunger.  Students can earn 20 grains of rice through the 
United Nations World Food program by entering the www.freerice.com website and  
choosing the correct definition for the vocabulary word found there.  Every time students 
earn 100 grains of rice, a new rice bowl appears.  Students may learn a new vocabulary 
words each day.  Free Rice has two goals: 
 
1.  Provide English vocabulary to everyone for free. 
2.  Help end world hunger by providing rice to hungry people for free.   
  
The program is paid for the sponsors who advertise on the site.  Students learn that 
whether they are CEOs of a large corporation or a street child in a poor country, improving 
vocabulary can improve a life.  It is a great investment in yourself.  Perhaps even greater is 
the investment that donated rice makes in hungry human beings, enabling them to function 
and be productive.  Somewhere in the world, a person is eating rice our students helped 
provide.  To date, Brandon Kim holds the school record.  He has mastered 7580 new  
vocabulary words. 
  
Thank you, Mrs. Arroyo! 


